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ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ADP-00 EB-11 INT-08 RSC-01 RSR-01 /032 W 

128740 

R 04053 1Z SEP 73 
FM AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0000 
INFO AMCONSUL KARACHI 

UNCLAS ISLAMABAD 7343 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PET, PK 

SUBJ: WINTERSHALL/CONOCO DRILLING PLANS DELAYED TO 1974 

1. C. B. CHOUDHRY, MANAGING DIRECTOR, WINTERSHALL/ 

CONOCO OPERATION, HAS INFORMED EMBASSY THAT PROJECT WILL 
BE UNABLE TO RESUME DRILLING IN SEPT. 1973, AS HAD BEEN 
EXPECTED, BECAUSE OF UNAVAILABILITY OF DRILLING SHIP AT 
PRESENT TIME. WINTERSHALL HAD EXCHANGED LETTER OF INTENT 
WITH WESTERN OFFSHORE DRILLING COMPANY FOR USE OF RIG 
NOW OPERATING IN PERSIAN GULF, BUT DEAL FELL THROUGH WHEN 
DEPARTURE OF THAT RIG FOR PAKISTAN UNAVOIDABLY DELAYED 
SEVERAL MONTHS. WITH CURRENT VERY TIGHT SUPPLY OF RIGS 

OF KIND REQUIRED FOR WINTERSHALL OPERATION, FIRM WAS UNABLE 
TO SECURE ANOTHER RIG FOR SIX MONTH SEASON (SEPT.- MARCH) 

WHEN DRILLING POSSIBLE. 

2. CHOUDHRY STATED THAT WINTERSHALL HAD DONE EXTENSIVE 
STUDIES OF DATA COLLECTED DURING LAST DRILLING 
SEASON AND HAD MADE FIRM DECISION TO DRILL AT LEAST TWO 
AND POSSIBLY THREE NEW HOLES. THESE WILL NOW HAVE TO 
WAIT UNTIL SEPT. 1974. 

3. HE REPORTED THAT GOP OFFICIALS WERE SHOCKED WITH THIS 
DELAY AND FEARS THAT RUMORS DELETERIOUS TO VENTURE MAY 
CIRCULATE. ECON COUNSELLOR INDICATED THAT IF OPPORTUNITY 
AROSE, EMBASSY OFFICIALS WOULD DRAW ON INFO IN ABOVE PARAGRAPHS 
TO TRY TO CLEAR UP ANY MISUNDERSTANDING THAT MAY ARISE. 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: OFFSHORE DRILLING, EXPLORATORY DRILLING 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 04 SEP 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973ISLAMA07343 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: ISLAMABAD 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730957/aaaabppm.tel 

Line Count: 60 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION COME 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: martinjw 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 DEC 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14-Dec-2001 by maustmo; APPROVED <12 FEB 2002 by martinjw> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WINTERSHALL/CONOCO DRILLING PLANS DELAYED TO 1974 
TAGS: ENRG, PK, WINTERSHALL/CONOCO CORP 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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